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Emergency Harvest Permits with Route Authorizations 
As in prior years, the State has declared an Emergency Harvest situation to run from September 10th and 

continue through December 31st of the current calendar year.   

If a customer elects to run OVERWEIGHT, they will be required to obtain an Emergency Harvest Permit.  In 

addition, the State is also requiring the customer obtain a Route Authorization every 14-days for each route they 

plan to take to ensure a safe route for the load is taken.  Please note, the route found by the system is the safest 

route or route eligible based on the vehicle configurations entered and may not be the shortest route.  For a 

shorter route, the customer should elect to travel with a legal weight and NOT an overweight load.  If the 

customer is NOT running overweight, a Permit and Route Authorization is NOT needed.   

Before you start 
Before starting an Emergency Harvest Permit, customers will need to have their Vehicle Identification Card 

available (see example).  

Information from this card will 

be required for entry on the 

Emergency Harvest Permit 

Application.   

This document is provided as a 

guide to obtaining a no cost 

Emergency Harvest Permit and a 

Route Authorization.  If further 

assistance is required, call the 

Permits Office at 217-785-1477 

extension 1 or they can be 

contacted via email at 

dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov.  

 

  

mailto:dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov
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Illinois Transportation Automated Permits System 
The Illinois Transportation Automated Permits (ITAP) System can be accessed by going to 

https://webapps.dot.illinois.gov/ITAP/. It is recommended you use a modern browser such as Chrome, Edge, or 

Firefox.  To obtain an Emergency Harvest Permit and/or Route Authorization, you will need to go to this site and 

Log On.  If you do not have a Logon, you must create one before you can obtain a permit.  If you do not wish to 

create a logon, you must utilize a permit service to get your permit and route authorization or come into the 

IDOT location in Springfield to obtain a permit and route authorization.  

 

Once logged in, select the Order Permit link from the Left Navigation menu.  Then select the Illinois Emergency 

Harvest link from the Permitting System Menu.  Please note, this link will not appear until the Emergency 

Harvest has been declared and will remain available until December 31st of the current calendar year. 

 

  

 

https://webapps.dot.illinois.gov/ITAP/
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Once the Illinois Emergency Harvest link has been selected, a screen with the list of provisions for an 

Illinois Emergency Harvest Permit will appear.  The Customer must agree to these provisions by selecting the I 

HAVE READ, AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY, THE PROVISIONS STATED ABOVE checkbox before they can fill 

out the permit application:  

 

The Emergency Harvest application is similar to prior years, however this year the State is capturing additional 

vehicle information so that the Routing Tool can find them an acceptable and safe route. Included on this 

application is an entirely NEW field to capture the Tractor ID # or VIN number that can be found on your Vehicle 

Identification Card.  The Emergency Harvest Permit is ONLY valid for that vehicle.  If a customer plans to run 

multiple vehicles OVERWEIGHT during the Emergency Harvest period, they must obtain a separate no cost 

permit for each vehicle.   

Validations on the application will ensure that the information entered about the vehicle meets the limits set for 

an Emergency Harvest Permit and does not exceed them, potentially requiring a different permit type.  The 

customer will also be notified if the configuration entered does not reach the limits requiring a permit (no 

permit required since vehicle is within legal limits).  
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All required fields on the application are indicated with a red asterisk 

(*). Once the application is entirely filled in, the customer should click 

submit and will have to confirm a statement of acceptance regarding 

the information entered. 

 

 

 

New with 2018 
Emergency 

Harvest Permits 
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At this time the permit is issued and the ITAP screen will update with their Permit Number displayed at the top 

of the browser window.  This permit is valid the entire Emergency Harvest duration (until December 31st of the 

current calendar year).  A new Permit is only required for a different vehicle or additional vehicles or if this 

permit should be invalidated.   

 

Once issued, under the Permit Number confirmation message is the link to immediately order a Route 

Authorization. A Route Authorization is required for each route traveled by the permitted vehicle for a 14-day 

period.  There is no limit on the number of Route Authorizations that can be obtained for an Emergency Harvest 

Permit. 

Clicking on the Click to Order a Route Authorization link results in a Routing Application to appear.   

 

Most information is prepopulated for the customer from information entered on the Issued Permit.  The 

customer must enter the Estimated Number of Trips (NEW required field) and the Transmission Method.  The 

Estimated Number of Trips is the number of trips using the same Origin and Destination that the customer 

expects to make using the permitted vehicle in that 14-day period.  This is just an estimate.  
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Once all required fields are entered on the Emergency Harvest Permit – Route Authorization Application, the 

Customer should select the Get Route button: 

 

When the Routing screen loads, the Customer will have to accept the ITAP Routing Disclaimer that all routing 

customers must accept.   
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They will then be presented with a 

second pop up that indicates to 

them they are prohibited from 

travel on Interstates (NEW 

DISCLAIMER). They can select to go 

back to the application page if they 

are unable to comply with the 

required method of travel and no 

Route Authorization will be issued.  

 

All the same Routing 

functions are available to an 

Emergency Harvest Route 

Authorization Customer to 

find an acceptable route 

including use of Waypoints. 

The system will prevent an 

Emergency Harvest Route 

Authorization Customer 

from being able to route via 

an interstate.   In addition, 

permitted vehicles with a 

kingpin length of greater 

than 42’ 6” will not be 

allowed to travel on non-

designated state routes.   
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The map has been enhanced with a new layer (Interstates) 

to show which roads are NOT acceptable for Emergency 

Harvest Permit type travel. This Layer can be turned off by 

selecting the Layers tool and turning off the layer labeled 

Interstates 

 

 

The Customer must enter an Origin and 

Destination before a route can be found.  To 

enter an Origin, select the Next Step button to 

proceed to Step 2: Set the Origin.  Input the 

address, use the Map Click tool, or enter the 

latitude and longitude of the start location to 

enter the Origin point. Once an Origin is 

entered, the Next Step button will be available 

for the Customer to enter a Destination (Step 3)   

The same process of entering the destination address, 

latitude and longitude, or using the Map Click tool should 

be followed for Step 3: Set the Destination.  Once the 

Origin and Destination are set, the Customer should 

proceed to Step 4: Add Waypoints, which can be used to 

alter the system designated route.  If no Waypoints are 
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desired, proceed to Step 5: Find a Route and select the Find Route! Button for the system to calculate the 

safe/permitted route for their permitted load. 

TIP! If this is a route the Customer will be traveling 

frequently, they can save time by going to the 

Load/Save tab and entering a name in the Save 

Current Route box and selecting the Save Button.  

This route will then be available to them the next 

time the routing screen is loaded, on any permit 

where a route is required.  Please note that due to 

possible changes in restrictions, vertical clearances 

or truck dimensions, etc. the route saved may not 

be acceptable in some instances causing the system 

to reroute. 

 

 

 

 

Once the system finds an acceptable route, they will be 

returned to Step 5: Find a Route and will need to click 

the Next Step button and then Accept Route to Accept 

the identified Route. 

If the route found is not as direct, or the Customer 

feels a better route exists, they may attempt to 

return to a previous step (Step 4) and enter 

Waypoints or only run loads that are of legal weight.  
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The Conditions pop up will appear and need to be accepted 

to be returned to the Route Authorization application page.   

 

 

The Customer will have to confirm their information 

entered on the Route Authorization application is accurate 

before it will issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Cancel is selected, the system will return the Customer to the Routes grid and the route just created will be in 

a Not Submitted Status.  If the Customer selects to go back and get the Route issued (by selecting the Edit link), 

the route will have to be found again to ensure no restrictions have been added to the route before the Route 

Authorization can be issued.  If the Origin and Destination had been entered and saved with the Route 

Authorization Application, it will be saved and not require re-entry.  The saved Route Authorization can be found 

in the Issued Emergency Harvest Permits page under the Emergency Harvest Permit they are associated with.  
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When the Route Authorization is issued, the Route Authorization Number will match the Emergency Harvest 

Permit Number, but also have a sequentially numbered suffix. 

 

All Emergency Harvest Permits that have been successfully issued can be found by 

going into the newly created Issued Emergency Harvest Permits link on the left 

navigation menu. If an Emergency Harvest Permit was saved, but not Issued, it can 

be found in the My Permits page with other permits of any type that has been 

started by not completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On this screen, they will see a grid of all the issued Emergency Harvest Permits for the logged in Customer.  The 

Customer can select the Details link to view the issued Emergency Harvest Permit on screen or the Display link 

to see the PDF of the issued Emergency Harvest Permit as long as it is in effect.   
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Clicking on the Routes link takes the Customer to a new screen with a grid of the 14-day route authorizations 

that exist for that Emergency Harvest permit. 

 

There is a link just above the grid for the Customer to be able to easily order another/new 14-day Route 

Authorization for that specific Emergency Harvest permit.  On this screen the customer can do the following:  

• View the Details of all Route Authorization applications and issued route permits  

• Print any Route Authorizations that are still in effect for that day (not expired) 

• Display the PDF copy of the Route Authorization, as long as it is still in effect (not expired)  

• View the Route accepted on the Route Authorization 

• Finish the issue process on any Route Authorization in a Not Submitted or Response Needed (type) 

status. 

 

Requirements for 14-day Route Authorizations:  

• An Emergency Harvest Permit is required to obtain a Route Authorization for every route traveled on.  

• If the same vehicle will be used on the same route repeatedly, only the one Route Authorization per 

Emergency Harvest Permit is needed for that 14-day period.  

• If the same vehicle will be used on multiple routes, then a Route Authorization is needed for each route 

that will be traveled in that 14-day period with that vehicle.   

• The customer is only able to obtain a 14-day Route Authorization to start on the first day of travel.  They 

are not able to obtain a Route Authorization in advance (i.e. they can’t order a months’ worth of RA’s on 

a single day.) 
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Customers may also order a Route Authorization by selecting the Order Permit link on the Left Navigation Menu 

and clicking the Route Authorization link located just under the Emergency Harvest link.   

 

They will be prompted to enter their Emergency Harvest Permit number so that it can associate the Route 

Authorization with the correct Emergency Harvest Permit and complete all of the routing steps stated above.  
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Emergency Harvest Permit: 
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Route Authorization:  
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